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New York’s Schools for Deaf, Blind and Severely Physically 

Disabled 

Welcome Students Back to School 
 

The 4201 Schools Association, which serves students with “low-incidence” 

disabilities, is welcoming back students to campus to begin another academic year. 

 

The association’s 11 member schools marked the occasion by releasing a four-

minute video, captioned and set to music highlighting the schools’ 2015 graduation 

ceremonies. 

 

“We were proud and pleased to share these wonderful ceremonies with our students, 

their families and with our faculty and staff members,” said Dr. Bernadette Kappen, 

executive director of the New York Institute for Special Education (NYISE) in the 

Bronx and chairwoman of the 4201 Schools Association. “It’s especially gratifying 

knowing that the graduates have overcome unique challenges to earn success in 

school. And now we are ready to welcome students back to our campuses as the new 

school year begins.”  

 

The association’s member schools, which serve students who are blind, deaf or 

severely physically disabled, have a variety of events and celebrations planned for 

the early part of the fall. 

 

St. Mary’s School for the Deaf, for example, is entering its 163
rd

 academic year. 

Many activities are planned for Deaf Awareness Week beginning Sept. 19, including 

signing the Canadian and U.S. national anthems at the Sept. 23 Buffalo Sabres 

game; an Oct. 10 5K Run; a Nov. 25 visit from – and performance by – the Buffalo 

Philharmonic Orchestra; and a ribbon-cutting to celebrate a new technology room 

donated by the McGowan Foundation.  

 

Tim Kelly, St. Mary’s superintendent and association vice-chair, said, “The three 

most important goals for the coming school year are student achievement, student 

achievement and student achievement.”   

 

Cleary School for the Deaf is expanding a program that provides students of all ages 

with access to the East Islip School District. The students, who use hearing aids or 

have Cochlear implants, are mainstreamed with fellow students from the district in 

many school classes and activities, including art, physical education, athletics and 

the lunch program. Cleary faculty members are able to supervise the students and 

maintain each student’s Individual Education Program. The culinary arts and 

oceanography programs continue to be popular among Cleary students.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMnwVj0IynA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMnwVj0IynA&feature=youtu.be


 

The New York School for the Deaf in Westchester County is kicking off its 200
th

 anniversary 

later in the school year. Students there will participate in the Academic Bowl sponsored by 

Gallaudet University and they are welcoming a nationally known, well-respected leader in the 

field of deafness as superintendent, Dr. Ronald J. Stern.   

NYISE, which was founded in 1831 as The New York Institution for the Blind, will celebrate its 

185
th

 anniversary this school year. Noreen Giannini, one of the school’s physical therapists, is 

being honored by the Council of Schools for the Blind (COSB) as the Outstanding Related 

Services Provider of 2015. She will receive her award in Louisville on Oct 7. Finally, the school 

will complete its iPad deployment program. Each student will have an iPad to help improve 

accessibility to information. 

 

Rochester School for the Deaf welcomes Antony McLetchie to his first full school year as 

superintendent and CEO. This is the school’s 139
th

 year in operation.   

 

Lexington School for the Deaf is introducing a product known as Thinking Maps® for the 2015-

16 school year. Thinking Maps help students understand abstract concepts by organizing 

information into visual patterns. The maps are a “common visual language” and will be used by 

students in grades Pre-K through 12 in all subject areas. Dr. David Hyerle, founding director of 

the Thinking Foundation, developed Thinking Maps. 

 

Association members and their respective first day of class, include: 

 Henry Viscardi School (Albertson, Nassau County), Sept. 2 

 Mill Neck Manor School for the Deaf  (Mill Neck, Nassau County), Sept. 2 

 Rochester School for the Deaf  (Rochester, Monroe County), Sept. 2 

 St. Francis de Sales School for the Deaf (Brooklyn, New York City), Sept. 2 

 St. Mary’s School for the Deaf (Buffalo, Erie County), Sept. 3 

 Lavelle School for the Blind (Bronx, New York City), Sept. 4  

 Cleary School for the Deaf (Nesconset, Suffolk County), Sept. 8 

 Lexington School for the Deaf (Queens, New York City), Sept. 8 

 New York School for the Deaf (Fanwood) (White Plains, Westchester County), Sept. 8 

 St. Joseph’s School for the Deaf   (Bronx, New York City), Sept. 8 

 New York Institute for Special Education (Bronx, New York City), Sept. 9 

 

The 4201 Schools Association represents 11 private, state-supported schools that serve blind, 

deaf or severely physically disabled students. The “4201 schools” are so known because of the 

section of New York State Education Law (§4201) that grants their funding. Students in 4201 

schools receive a quality education in a supportive and challenging setting from teachers and 

staff with specialized training and experience. Students develop emotional, social and cognitive 

abilities that are crucial to their success. The schools also provide extracurricular activities, 

leadership opportunities and mentoring. 
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http://www.henryviscardischool.org/
http://www.millneck.org/services/education/education.html
http://www.rsdeaf.org/
http://www.sfdesales.org/index.htm
http://www.smsdk12.org/
http://www.lavelleschool.org/
http://clearyschool.org/index.htm
http://www.lexnyc.org/
http://www.nysd.net/pages/index
http://www.sjsdny.org/
http://www.nyise.org/

